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San Diego City College Design Guidelines
 The San Diego City College Design Guidelines represents a road 
map for a design process focused upon achieving a cohesive 
aesthetically welcoming and functionally practical experience 
throughout the San Diego City College Campus. The Guidelines 
offer performance criteria to enable design teams to better 
understand intent for the Campus’ physical setting and provide 
the San Diego Community College District a clear, consistent 
basis for project review and approval. This document is a 
supplement to the 16th Street Precise Plan, the Facilities 
Master Plan and San Diego Community College District’s 
Building Construction Standards. It is intended to promote 
overall architectural harmony while permitting individuality of 
expression and successful delivery for each individual project.

The Design Guidelines document is divided into four chapters 
outlining existing conditions, design guidelines and review 
process. The design guidelines component is divided into two 
distinct yet interrelated topical areas:  Architectural Design 
Guidelines and Environmental Design Guidelines. Each topical 
area is divided into strategic sections to clearly provide a 
framework for design solutions for buildings and site that 
are functional, sophisticated and inviting for students, staff 
and visitors. Within each section, considerations and intent 
are outlined and discussed and required design criteria are 
identified. The intended structure of this document is to guide 
the decision-making and design review process without overly 
prescriptive definition. Conceptual elements such as aesthetic 
character, identity and wayfinding, academic and/or artistic 
expression and composition should be strategically considered 
to provide Campus uniformity and harmony, yet fluid in 
expression to encourage the diversity and self-interpretation 
appropriate for an extensive campus developed over time. 
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introDuCtion

1.1 Background

Managing the development of the San Diego City College 
campus in a consistent and comprehensive manner is critical 
to fully achieve the role an academic environment has upon its 
physical context, serving inhabitants of adjacent neighboring 
communities and those who utilize the campus as a place of 
study, employment or gathering.

The evolving nature of the campus is envisioned to be an 
increasingly vital part of San Diego’s downtown revitalization, 
providing a distinctive setting that adds to the richness and 
diversity of downtown experiences, while providing much 
needed academic resources. The core buildings of the main 
campus were developed in the 1950’s, and other than upgrades 
or modernizations due to code requirements or technological 
developments, the campus experienced only modest growth 
and change between the 1950’s and 1990’s. A Facilities Master 
Plan document was published in 2002 to outline global growth 
and modernization of the campus, but little of the plan was 
realized. In the mid-1990’s an updated Academic Master Plan 
was developed, outlining growth of the campus population 
and anticipating physical expansion to satisfy programmatic 
needs. Proposition S, passed in 1998, outlining a funding and 
development program to expand the facilities of San Diego 
City College. The measure initiated a new Facilities Master 
Plan document to graphically depict a vision for the campus 
and outline an implementation strategy to create a structured 
process for campus growth. The new Facilities Master Plan was 
published in 2006, followed in that year by Proposition N, a 
new funding measure to intensify growth of the campus and 
its facilities. The 16th Street Precise Plan, published in 2008 
provides a detailed overview of construction projects to be 
realized over a seven year period, utilizing funds provided by 
Propositions S and N. It is expected that this new construction 
will not only provide needed academic space and infrastructure 
networks, but significantly enhance the appearance and 
character of the Campus and its role as an academic public 
amenity resource in downtown San Diego.
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1.2 Conceptual overview

The future character of San Diego City College will respond 
to substantial change as the College seeks to meet increasing 
demands of expanding student populations and adjusting 
to dramatic shifts in the programmatic needs brought on by 
technology and the employment market. These demands for 
academic change and needs to grow create significant challenges 
for City College and the Community College District; phasing of 
construction and development of campus infrastructure and 
program relocation representing some of those challenges. 
These demands and requisites growth also presents 
opportunities to create an enduring academic environment and 
resolve conditions on the campus that will improve wayfinding, 
increase safety and facilitate accessibility, as well as embrace 
increasing expectations for an environmentally friendly and 
sustainable development.
 
In concert with the 16th Street Precise Plan, this document 
seeks to outline strategies, both required and suggested, that 
will assist individual design teams, City College Administration 
and Community College District staff define for themselves the 
many features and conditions which will embrace the Facilities 
Master Plan objective for a “Unified Campus, friendly for users 
and the community at large.”

Though the “Unified Campus” philosophy suggests a 
consistency of architecture, there is the desire to expand upon 
that consistency by allowing diverse interpretations on a block-
by-block and/or project-by-project basis. For example, the Arts 
and Humanities/Business Technology academic area could 
aesthetically reflect the distinctive nature of those respective 
academic programs, while the Sciences and Engineering 
areas could balance similar characteristics of the campus with 
distinctive material variations or details that reflect the unique 
qualities of applied research. Enabled by clear guidelines and 
review process, the collective result is envisioned as a campus 
of consistent quality, diversity of character and a balance 
between academic and social aspects of higher education.
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1.3 existing Conditions overview

The existing City College campus has a unique position in 
the greater downtown San Diego context that provides both 
opportunities and challenges to individual project designs. 

Physical proximity to primary circulation arteries such as the 
5 Freeway, Broadway and Park Boulevard, and secondary 
downtown access and egress ways such as B Street and C Street, 
provide numerous opportunities for City College to express a 
unique character in the city. Park Boulevard frontage suggests a 
Campus image as a “green,” park-like diversion from the dense 
urban character of downtown, and offers open spaces for group 
gatherings and vistas into the commercial core and beyond 
the San Diego Bay. This vision of buildings, organized within 
the urban pattern and within a green setting, is central to the 
aesthetic theme for San Diego City College and an opportunity 
for new projects to capitalize.

Topography is a significant condition which makes the campus 
unique and difficult to navigate. Topographic elevations 
vary as much as 70 feet across the main campus area and 
present numerous challenges for building placement, building 
accessibility and negotiable pedestrian paths and infrastructure 
systems. In addition to topographic concerns, City College is 
also integrated into Downtown San Diego’s public street grid 
and subject to traffic patterns, underground infrastructure 
easements, signalized intersections and crosswalks, and public 
right-of-way design requirements. It is necessary for all proposed 
development teams for the San Diego City College Campus 
to review existing campus and city conditions prior to initial 
design study and integrate fully the needs and requirements of 
the larger campus and city networks into which all design and 
construction projects will merge.
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arChiteCtural DeSiGn GuiDelineS

2.1 Building Placement
Setbacks and Clearances
Two complementary features of San Diego City College are its 
place in the fabric of downtown San Diego and the character of 
City College as a “park-like” oasis in the urban core. To balance 
these two features, guidelines for building setbacks relative 
to surrounding city streets and primary pedestrian paths is 
established as follows:

No building setbacks are required for the following:  15th, • 
16th and 17th Streets south of C Street; C Street on the 
south side of the street; Russ Boulevard has no setback 
requirement, but setbacks are reasonable, if appropriate. 
These requirements emphasize the College’s relationship 
with downtown San Diego’s commercial street definitions, 
and taking maximum advantage of site area along Russ 
Boulevard when determined reasonable. 

Minimum 10 foot building setbacks are required for the • 
following:  16th Street North of C Street; C Street on the 
North side of the street; and B Street on both sides of 
the Street. These setback requirements emphasize the 
pedestrian character of 16th Street and C Street, and 
visual appearance of the Campus when viewed by B Street 
commuters.

Setbacks between buildings within the Campus must • 
maintain a minimum 40 foot clearance for fire / life 
safety separation and aesthetic openness for pedestrians. 
Reduced clearances are possible, but should have a proven 
necessity and be reviewed with the District on a case-by-
case basis. For example, adjacencies of parking structures 
to adjacent academic buildings may be significantly reduced 
due to building program requirements and site restrictions, 
provided fire separation requirements are satisfied.

Combined with environmental guidelines, required • 
clearances for emergency vehicle and service vehicle access 
must be satisfied by all new projects.

Building placement should allow for visual linkage between • 
public right-of-way areas into campus areas when possible 
and consistent with the 16th Street Precise Plan. This 
promotes a sense of “openness” for the Campus and avoids 
the image of City College as a “walled-in” environment.
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Building Scale

Building scale is intended to address two distinct conditions • 
that are intended to create physical presence within 
the downtown core and enable substantial open space 
opportunities. Design decisions regarding scale should 
consider sensitivity to pedestrians within the immediate 
Campus context and the ability of buildings to create 
appropriate visual closure for Campus open spaces.

Building heights are encouraged to be maximized - up • 
to a height of five stories. This promotes building forms 
consistent with the developing scale of downtown and 
provides maximum opportunities for pedestrian open 
space, circulation and emergency vehicle access. Height 
considerations should not overrule floor plate sizes 
necessary for optimum building program planning, instead 
striking a balance between interior space planning needs 
and external form.

Building designs should recognize the ground level • 
experience of pedestrians and influence of topography 
when encountered. The lower level(s) of a building are 
encouraged to be visually and texturally engaging, allow 
for added wall depth and consider material options and/
or details that promote a building base appropriate for 
pedestrian engagement. 

2.2 architectural Character
General 
San Diego City College is a collection of buildings that are 
contemporary in use of materials, simplicity of details and 
directness of composition. It is intended that new buildings will 
respect the integrity of contemporary design; complementary 
without replication of existing conditions. Compositions of 
horizontal and/or vertical patterns, simplicity of massing and 
planer geometries, creating opportunities for wall depth and 
composition diversity are encouraged. Trellis or sunshade 
elements that provide solar protection and visual texture on 
exterior wall surfaces are also encouraged when appropriate. 

Consideration for screening or enclosing utility areas, • 
exterior mechanical spaces, trash areas and service zones 
is required. Lines of sight into such areas by pedestrians 
must be neutralized without compromise of function or 
necessary practical requirements.

Campus utility cabinets, fixtures or enclosures should be • 
visually screened and protected when possible. 
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materials and Finishes
Primary objectives for exterior building finishes and materials 
are to exhibit respect for existing buildings on the campus while 
sensitively modifying the materials and finishes palette into 
compositions more current in expression and with particular 
attention to sustainable design and construction trends. 
Current primary building materials on existing projects are cast 
gray concrete and standard red brick. Aluminum window wall 
systems are also standard throughout. 

Design of proposed facilities should consider incorporation • 
of concrete and/or standard brick into designs to promote 
consistent expressions of permanence. Alternatives are 
possible if complementary in visual color or texture with 
concrete or brick. Exposed concrete may have varied 
applications of texture and could be expressed as cast-in-
place or pre-cast elements. 

Exposed concrete must be either natural gray or integral • 
color. Painted concrete surfaces should be avoided unless 
utilized for graphic purposes or light reflectivity (such as in 
parking structures).

Consideration for how a building meets the ground plane(s) • 
is a notable objective, providing a visual baseline for a 
building and pedestrian scale. Finish materials that promote 
visual character and richness are encouraged and utilization 
of finish materials more resilient to long term contact and 
ongoing maintenance are required.

Anti-graffiti finishes must be applied to porous, natural • 
surfaces at a building ground level. Anti-graffiti products 
should avoid color variation and be selected for ease of 
cleaning and maximum life.

Additional materials should complement permanent • 
expressions of concrete or brick and utilized as secondary 
building expressions. Materials considered may include 
composite panels, painted metal panels, organic composite 
panels (such as Trespa), natural stone or manufactured tile, 
or other lightweight materials that are of equal quality and 
longevity.

Materials utilized as building accent materials may include • 
stainless steel, painted aluminum or composite-wood. 
Materials must be proven in terms of installation and 
durability and favored toward sustainability when possible.
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Glazing color tints and metal or other material colors on • 
exterior elements should be complementary to primary 
building material selections and avoid colors which could 
be perceived as “dated.” Finishes and colors must be of a 
quality to avoid fading or changing over time.

All materials utilized must have a proven record for warranty • 
purposes.

Window Composition
Window composition is expected to provide ample practical 
daylight and visual indoor-outdoor connection for most 
occupied program spaces within a building, with consideration 
for energy loss due to orientation and modesty for building 
occupants. Window patterns may be expressed as individual 
openings in a wall surface or large scale apertures of curtain 
wall. 

Window composition should be clear in intent and • 
responsive to interior space plan design and potential 
FF&E layout consideration. Blending multiple window 
compositions is possible, but should consider how such 
expressions contribute to a building’s overall concept and 
appearance, reflect program spaces within and balances 
needs for natural light and sun protection.

Interior window coverings should be considered as • 
contributory to exterior appearance. Color and type should 
be evaluated for Campus consistency and presented to 
the district for final review and approval during the design 
review process.

natural light
Utilization of natural light in building design is useful for • 
moderating artificial light use and welcome as a means 
of creating bright internal environments for instructional 
and public spaces. Use of natural light elements such as 
clerestories, skylights or window walls is encouraged, but 
must be balanced with attention to solar orientation, heat 
gain, solar glare and energy loss. 

Glass selection should meet solar performance criteria • 
similar to PPG Solarban 60, or better. Use of mirror or highly 
reflective glass on exterior walls will not be permitted.

Opaque or spandrel glass is acceptable to visually screen • 
while maintaining exterior design continuity.
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artificial light
Exterior artificial light is encouraged as solutions for wayfinding, 
safety and identification. Enhanced lighting for building or 
campus entrances is encouraged and considered in balance with 
illumination from internal spaces. Decorative lighting without 
wayfinding, safety or identification purpose is not encouraged, 
unless for unique circumstances of public art or performance 
requirements or unique circumstances.

Fixture selection must avoid light pollution. Lamp selection • 
in Campus and surrounding building locales should provide 
a “white” color light, similar to metal halide.

All exterior light fixtures for a specified project must be • 
presented as a composite design solution to be reviewed 
and evaluated for Campus consistency. Fixture colors 
should also be consistent with existing Campus conditions 
unless for considered for unique circumstances.

visual nodes and landmark Features
Individual buildings within a campus composition may • 
provide opportunities for expression of purpose, such as a 
particular program of study, or visual features celebrating 
qualities of City College as a district. Notable gathering 
spaces within the Campus or wayfinding features for 
pedestrians may also provide opportunities for feature 
expression. For example, unusual program elements, 
such as elevator towers, expressions of academic purpose 
or Campus entrance portals, may suggest individual 
expressions of material, light or composition. 

It is required that any special visual nodes or landmark • 
features be integral to a building project or program function 
for appropriate funding and installation coordination. A 
design directed to a greater Campus context as an image of 
City College, or a practical requirement for outreach signage, 
also presents feature opportunities and are encouraged. All 
such designs must be presented in context with the project 
design for review, evaluation and approval. 
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2.3 exterior Building elements
Public entrances 
Proposed building designs will likely be approached by 
pedestrian traffic from more than a single direction. It is 
anticipated that new buildings will have multiple entrance 
points, possibly at different levels. Visual identity and security 
are priority considerations for entrance locations and design. 
Proximity of stairs to primary entrances is encouraged to 
promote use as circulation; increasing interaction and reduced 
impact upon a buildings elevator system.

When possible, primary building entrances must address • 
the internal network of Campus open spaces. This 
consideration promotes a hierarchy of pedestrian activity 
where building entrances and outdoor gathering spaces 
complement each other. 

Building entrances must be associated with building • 
identification signage.

Design of building entrances must be clearly defined, well • 
illuminated and easily accessible. All building entrances 
should be pairs of doors for ease of pedestrian traffic flow.

topography
Several new building projects on Campus will engage a site 
that has significant topographic change. It is intended for each 
building design to consider the opportunities presented by 
topography and the potential of multi-level entrances based 
upon building orientation and the surrounding pedestrian 
circulation network. It is encourage for building placement 
and design to position for visibility of building entrances and 
Campus entrance portals. In addition, vertical accessibility for 
pedestrians, throughout the Campus, is of high priority and 
building designs should contribute to these vertical circulation 
solutions.

Buildings positioned adjacent to Campus entrance portals • 
and/or areas of significant topographic change must provide 
means of assisted vertical circulation (elevators and/or 
bridges), and accommodate Campus circulation needs and 
meet accessibility standards. Building designs must also 
accommodate emergency vehicle access from public rights-
of-way to the internal Campus network of open spaces. 
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Service access
All new building projects will require means of service access 
for trash, consumable supplies and FF&E.

Exterior building service access points must be placed for • 
ease of delivery or pick-up and avoidance of pedestrian 
conflict. Size of service areas is subject to the building 
program size served and type of program served. Allowances 
for trash and recycle collection, in addition to service access 
must be identified and considered.

Service and trash areas must be screened from pedestrian • 
views. Architecture of the screen must be consistent with 
the building served.

Signage
Projects proposed for new building design and construction 
and adjacent site/landscape development must incorporate 
consideration for placement of Campus and building signage. 
Exterior building signage provides additional opportunity for 
Campus consistency of appearance and promotes ease of 
identification and wayfinding. 

Exterior building signage should be attached directly to the • 
proposed building it identifies. Two types of signage shall 

be placed:  An “alphabetical” designation, fitting within 

the overall building lettering system currently utilized on 

the Campus; a building name representative of the project 

program(s) within and/or unique names applied at the 

discretion of the District and City College. Building signage 

should be placed for distant recognition and identification 

of entrance. Buildings may require two building signage 

locations of each type, based upon building location on 

Campus.

All other Campus related signage must be placed separate • 
from building structures (i.e., monuments, site walls, etc.). 
Signage support structure, fonts and color should allow for 
consistency with similar signage developing around the 
Campus. Campus signage should be illuminated for night 
visibility.
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2.4 Sustainable Design & maintenance

Sustainable Design
The San Diego Community College District and San Diego 
City College envisions a Campus that fully promotes the need 
and benefit of sustainable design. New projects will be part 
of a greater Campus network that promotes City College 
as a “Green Campus.” Design considerations for each new 
construction project should consider all reasonable measures 
to promote sustainable design, including building materials 
selection, durability and longevity, energy efficiency of systems 
and construction, solar orientation and energy consumption. 
Each building design will be evaluated in terms of benefits/
performance to cost, balancing sustainable value with 
practicality.

Each new project will be LEED certified, meeting a minimum • 
standard of LEED Silver. Each project will be reviewed 
for optimization of energy and construction efficiency 
throughout the design process. 

Consideration for how a building meets the ground plane is a 
notable objective, providing a visual base for a building and 
utilizing materials more resilient to long term contact and 
maintenance.

maintenance
All facilities at San Diego City College are expected to be designed 
for long-term use, practical maintenance and standardized 
replacement of disposable items. Flexibility must also be 
incorporated recognizing academic requirement changes over 
time. These considerations and selections should balance 
maintenance and durability with friendliness and engagement 
of Campus users.

Life expectancy of built work must be designed for 50 • 
years. 

Building material selections, located in areas of close • 
contact to pedestrian and/or vehicular contact, must be 
practical for cleaning, anti-graffiti, ease of replacement 
and, most importantly, durability.

Uniformity of materials or fixtures throughout the • 
Campus is encouraged promoting simplicity of storage and 
replacement.
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section 3
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City ColleGe DeSiGn GuiDelineS  |  San Diego Community College District  |  Section 3 - Environmental Design Guidelines

environmental DeSiGn GuiDelineS

3.1 Conceptual Site overview

Pedestrian Character
The City College campus is primarily dedicated to the 
pedestrian.  Large areas of campus are void of automobiles 
and the environment is one where students, faculty and staff 
can traverse on foot throughout the academic core.  Where 
city through-streets bisect the campus (B Street), alternative 
circulation is emphasized, with ramps, overpasses and 
connections to promote the pedestrian environment.  Likewise, 
the streetscape is the interface between the campus and the 
greater downtown community.  Here, the pedestrian realm 
becomes the transition, edge and gateway.  In all design and 
planning decisions, the concept of “feet-first” or pedestrian 
orientation should prevail.
  

Spatial Diversity
Within the overall campus framework, spatial diversity allows 
individuality in districts and emphasis of certain activities.  
Large, open gathering areas are contrasted with intimate 
outdoor study enclaves. Major pedestrian corridors are 
complimented by narrow, shaded walks.  Groves of shade 
trees are compared to open lawns for gatherings.  Each offer a 
diversity of experience and promote the individual identity of 
campus areas.

academic and artistic expression
The City College campus is an academic institution and all 
design should respect and enhance the College’s mission.  
Opportunities to turn outdoor environments into learning 
opportunities should be explored.  Likewise, areas for outdoor 
lay-down or exhibition are encouraged, be they for scientific or 
engineering experiments or artistic endeavors.

Safety
Throughout the entire campus, safety is the key for a successful 
and viable education experience.  Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) principles should be employed, 
including appropriate levels of light along pedestrian paths 
and parking areas; appropriate screening that does not create 
unsafe eddies; and appropriately sited activity areas, to provide 
passive visual surveillance which can discourage inappropriate 
activity. 
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Wayfinding
The City College Campus attracts both first-time/one-time 
users and repetitive users who follow a regular pattern.  
Way-finding signage should be cognizant of the different user 
groups and develop messages for both.  In addition to signage, 
the landscape, paving patterns, lighting, and building palette all 
contribute to way-finding and should be conscious in the design 
process.

3.2 Sustainable Design Principles for 
environmental Design 

response to topography
There is substantial grade change on the City College Campus, 
with a general slope down from Russ Boulevard towards 
Broadway.   Site development should capitalize on this slope 
and grade change, as it offers views, connections and campus 
character.
Buildings should utilize the grade change to promote vertical 
movement and eliminate the need for extensive exterior 
ramping.

response to Climate
San Diego’s benign, dry temperate climate promotes many 
opportunities for both interior and exterior design that is 
climate responsive.

Outdoor spaces should recognize the need for winter sun • 
and summer shade and design accordingly

Outdoor spaces and building design should be cognizant • 
of the shadows created by buildings and affecting outdoor 
space.  Design plans should include a shade/shadow analysis 
appropriate for the academic year.  Care should be taken to 
offer areas of both sun and shade.

Wind corridors should be mitigated by tree groves, building • 
masses or other means of blocking westerly winter winds.

San Diego’s dry climate dictates a drought-tolerant approach • 
to planting design to limit our dependency on portable 
irrigation water.
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responsible use of resources
Buildings, infrastructure and landscape should be 
environmentally sound and reflect principles of sustainability. 
Many of our resources, including potable water, energy and 
human resources, should be conserved and used wisely.  Not 
only is there a monetary savings in operational costs, but there 
is also an educational value to promoting sustainability.  

Site sustainability can be accomplished through a number of 
programs:

Drought tolerant plant materials• 

Recycled construction materials• 

Site design related to buildings• 

Site design with maintenance in mind• 

Educational aspects to extend learning mission of • 
institution

3.3 Spatial order
The City College Precise Plan establishes the following four 
landscape principles for spatial order:

Portals 
Portals demarcate the campus entries and serve many purposes.  
They welcome returning and new students to campus on a 
regular basis, and should consider enhancing the public realm 
of City Centre. Portals serve to delineate the interface between 
‘town’ and ‘gown’.  They inform the general community of 
the campus district.  Portals also provide a strong element 
of wayfinding – directional indications to visitors or campus 
participants. 

Pedestrian portals are at 16th and C Streets and 16th and B 
Streets, as well as at specific entrances to building clusters. 

Pedestrian portals should be clear and welcoming • 
entrances for the pedestrian. They should be clearly visible 
from multiple directions.  Each portal should have campus 
directional signage, as well as location (‘you are here’) 
signage for the first-time visitor. 

Design elements (trees, paving, etc.), of pedestrian portals • 
should be emblematic, differentiating them from the 
surrounding streets.  Stairs that transcend the grade change 
should be thought of as a design feature.
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Portals should provide seating, and should be designed with • 
flexibility to accommodate varied gathering and waiting 
activities.

Vehicular portals include the B Street corridor that passes under 
the campus. Tree planting should integrate the existing dense 
tree grove along the south side to frame a passage delineating 
the campus environment. The other vehicular portals form 
entries into the campus by the automobile.  While these are 
secondary to pedestrian portals, they should be clearly marked 
and provide direct access to parking reservoirs.

Gathering Spaces
Gathering spaces expand activities to areas outside the 
classroom, encouraging interaction, accommodating large and 
small group gathering, seating, reading, private conversation, 
as well as nature experience. Each campus district should have 
a major gathering area in the core, and smaller nodes that relate 
to major building entries and pedestrian corridors. 
Major gathering area should include a paved plaza and/ or lawn 
area. 

It should be designed with flexibility to accommodate • 
large and small group gathering and a wide range of other 
programmatic requirements. 

It should have a focal point, with either natural or man • 
made design element. 

It should provide seating in both sun and shade. • 

Planting beds, if required, should be located at the perimeter • 
of the gathering spaces. 

Smaller nodes should be provided at major building entries and 
along pedestrian corridors. 

Human scale and comfort should be a top prioritized • 
consideration when designing the smaller nodes. 

Nodes shall provide seating in both sun and shade, and • 
should provide canopies of either trees, or shade structures 
as part of the building. 

Due to high pedestrian traffic in these areas, the smaller • 
nodes should be primarily paved and should provide some 
protection between ground plane planting and foot traffic.  
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links and Corridors
Provide direct, safe, and accessible pedestrian links with 
pleasant pedestrian experience between campus destinations 
and building entries. 

High pedestrian traffic areas should be paved with hard surfaces. 
Appropriate permeable paving should be considered to reduce 
run-off. Unit pavers are encouraged to be used for aesthetic 
and infiltration purpose.

Corridors should be designed with pedestrian characters. 
Along the major corridors, seating in both sun and shade 
shall be provided, tree canopies and interval nodes are highly 
encouraged. 

Streetscapes
To functionally and aesthetically integrate the campus with 
the surrounding East Village streets and contribute to creating 
a pedestrian oriented downtown. It includes the streetscape 
design along 16th Street, C Street, B Street, and Russ 
Boulevard. 

16th Street and C Street are envisioned as ‘Green Streets’ 
with character being defined by Centre City Development 
Corporation (CCDC) in subsequent studies. Double rows of 
trees are suggested along the west side of 16th Street and the 
north side of C Street. 

The Centre City Streetscape Manual shall be the primary source 
for design direction of street trees, paving width and patterns, 
streetscape furnishings, and all other streetscape design 
elements. Significant site specific issues should be solved in a 
collaborative process with goals shared and understood by all 
involved parties. 
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3.4 Site elements
Site Stairs
Stairs will be necessary to provide direct pedestrian access in 
certain areas of the campus challenged by topography.  In all 
cases, alternative vertical circulation for persons with disabilities 
should be clearly identified and easily accessible, allowing a 
comparable vertical movement as provided by the stairs.

Stairs shall be thought of as a landscape design feature, as • 
well as a vertical circulation element.  Wherever possible, 
stairs shall be integrated with seating and gathering areas, 
and utilize walls for seating.

Rails and stairways should be designed to discourage • 
skateboard vandalism. Prevention measures should be 
integral to design and not “add on” stops.

Site Walls
Design buildings and site improvements to minimize the need 
for retaining walls.  Where walls are utilized, they should be 
incorporated into the seating, site features or landscape.

Slopes requiring retaining at a height greater than 3 feet • 
should be terraced for planting areas wherever possible.  
On steep slopes, multiple lower height walls are preferable 
to a single, tall wall. 

Site retaining walls should be designed to provide seating • 
where appropriate. In such cases, walls should be 16 
inch—18 inch tall, and as wide to facilitate their use as a 
bench.

Site walls’ forms and materials should complement the • 
adjacent architecture and site design. 

Site retaining walls should be constructed using cast-• 
in-place concrete, or pre-cast concrete masonry units.  
Wall forms should be simple.  Wall caps are discouraged, 
except where used as seat walls. Color and finish should 
be consistent across each wall and coordinate with the site 
design and architecture.

All site walls adjacent to paved surfaces are potential • 
targets for skateboard vandalism.  Rather than utilize pre-
fabricated skateboard “stops”, walls should be cast with a 
“notched” surface or irregular edge that would prevent the 
use of skateboards.  
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Site walls should also serve for other features rather than • 
just retaining.  If appropriate, they can also be utilized for 
gateways and signage.

Site walls should be coated with a graffiti coating that allows • 
easy removal of graffiti.  Graffiti coating shall be natural 
based rather than chemical based.

Walls shall be constructed of durable, minimal maintenance • 
materials. See San Diego Community College District Building 
Construction Standards for recommended materials and 
finishes.

exterior art
Campus art should reflect the educational mission of the 
campus.  

Art should be integrated into landscape design rather than • 
just placed within the campus.
Art can be integrated into specialty furnishings or site • 
features, such as benches, shelters or other landmarks.
Art can be incorporated into the building façade to develop • 
a richer campus experience. 

utility Screening
Hardscape and/ or landscape screening shall be provided for 
all above grade large and small size utility equipment, utility 
structures and service area.

3.5 Furnishings
Site furnishings include functional elements—such as seating, 
trash receptacles, and bicycle racks—that help establish and 
reinforce the image and character of the campus. Standardizing 
elements helps to unify the campus visually, reduces 
maintenance, and simplifies replacement.

General
Install a family of stock items that are durable, attractive, • 
and easy to maintain. 

Coordinate colors and style of similar materials to unify • 
the campus. Avoid hand-painted materials when possible. 
Natural color of the material is preferred to minimize long-
term maintenance and express the campus character. 
Brushed aluminum is preferred where metal is used.

Consider use of recycled materials when possible. In place • 
of wood, use recycled wood composite in its natural color.
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Group different site furniture—benches, trash receptacles, • 
ash urns, etc.—where practical, to enhance use and reduce 
clutter.

Locate light posts, signage, and furnishings in a way that • 
does not interfere with proper maintenance practices.

Over time, remove and replace site furniture to coordinate • 
with the campus image.

Campus lighting
Lighting design in different parts of the campus shall be • 
consistent to create harmonious lighting throughout the 
campus, instead of creating distinct zones.

Use full cutoff shades for street and parking lot lights.  • 
Minimize use of up-lights.

Design the lighting of utilities, enclosures, and service areas • 
to complement adjacent land uses, architectural lighting, 
and/or circulation elements.

Provide electrical outlets in light poles in pedestrian • 
gathering areas for special events. Outlets should be readily 
accessible.

Select lighting materials in conjunction with signage and • 
site furnishings.

Pursue opportunities to use photovoltaic lighting.• 

Seating and Seat Walls
Provide seating throughout the campus to promote • 
collegiality, enjoyment of the outdoor space, and enhance 
the pedestrian character of the campus. 

Locate seating in groups and individually at building • 
entrances, in gathering places, and along streets and paths, 
in sight of campus activity, and to capture distant views.  

Make seating height between 14 and 18 inches above the • 
pedestrian pavement and level with the horizon. The depth 
of each seat should be 14 inches as minimum. Appropriate 
materials for seating include low walls, concrete blocks 
or large boulders, as well as benches. Seat walls, with the 
highest durability, are encouraged to be used for outdoor 
seating. 

Seating with back supports should conform to the human • 
body and contribute to a relaxing place to sit.

Design and locate seating in a way that prevents • 
inappropriate use by skateboards, skates, or activities other 
than seating. 
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receptacles – trash and ash urns
Locate trash receptacles, as appropriate, at building entries; • 
in high traffic areas, all plazas, gathering areas, outdoor 
smoking areas, and seating areas; and adjacent to any 
shuttle bus shelter. Avoid locations where they interfere 
with pedestrian movement. 

Continue use of precast concrete trash receptacle with the • 
City College logo.

Location of dumpsters shall not interfere with pedestrian • 
environment.

Locate ash urns at outdoor smoking areas and continue • 
to educate the public about their appropriate use. All 
receptacles should have easily accessible lids that keep 
water and birds out. 

Move designated smoking areas at least 50 feet from main • 
building entrances and/or air handlers.

Use trash receptacles that are durable, require low • 
maintenance, and can sustain periodic power-washing. 

Locate a recycling receptacle at each building entrance.• 

Plant Containers
Trees are encouraged to be planted on grade. Using plant • 
containers for trees are generally discouraged, unless it’s 
required for special situations. 

Provide containers for plants that can be moved by • 
maintenance staff and stored when not in use.  

Locate permanent plant containers as appropriate to • 
complement the site design and allow proper maintenance 
access. 

Ensure that all plant containers are within reach of irrigation • 
water and have proper drainage.

Select plant containers that complement the planting and • 
adjacent building architecture. Avoid plant containers with 
lettering, logos, and/ or bold patterns.

tree Grates
Planting trees in grates is encouraged in high pedestrian • 
traffic area. 

Tree grate types shall be limited, and consistent throughout • 
the campus.

Select tree grates that complement the planting and • 
adjacent building architecture.
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Bollards
Avoid the use of bollards through comprehensive site • 
design. Where required, install removable bollards in 
emergency access routes.

Shade Structures
Freestanding shade structures are discouraged. Shade • 
structure shall be an integral part of building structures. 
Free standing shade structure, if required, shall be only 
used for certain situations, such as at bus stops. 

Provide seating in the shade of trellis where possible.• 

Bicycle racks• 

Provide bicycle racks to promote non-motorized travel.  • 
Specify a manufacturer that provides individual units to 
make use of small spaces.

Locate bicycle racks at shuttle stops, in parking lots. Locate • 
bicycle racks at building entrances that are near the 
perimeter of the campus.

railing
Rail design should be simple. Design rails to be an integral • 
part of the building architecture.

Railing material and finish shall consider maintenance. • 
Painted finish shall not be used. See San Diego Community 
College District Building Construction Standards for material 
and finish options. 

Wayfinding
Kiosks and Signage:

Location: Install kiosks & signage adjacent to major • 
pedestrian routes and near gathering spaces. 

Select kiosk & signage materials in conjunction with site • 
furnishings and adjacent building architecture. 

Consider incorporating a light emitting diode (LED) display • 
panel in kiosks & signage.

Each kiosk should have space for active posting of flyers and • 
posters, and panels with consistent information such as a 
campus map.
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3.6 Site Grading
The City College campus has a substantial amount of topography 
and impervious surfaces that should be consciously designed.  
Its sloping site requires attention to site grading for ease of 
pedestrian access and to minimize erosion. Landforms should 
be sculpted to blend with the surrounding landscape or building 
site.

To reduce runoff, landscape areas should be designed to • 
function as bioswales.  These swales should collect surface 
runoff before it crosses pavement areas and reduce puddles 
and damage to walkways. Bioswales may be grass-lined 
where adjacent to a lawn area, or planted with low shrubs 
and grasses. They should be graded to direct water away 
from paved areas.

Storm water runoff should be directed away from buildings • 
and circulation routes.

Slopes should be designed as features in the landscape and • 
direct safe pedestrian flow rather than create barriers to it.

3.7 irrigation
Irrigation should provide the lowest possible water use to 
maintain plant viability.  Irrigation should limit the maintenance 
needs wherever possible.

Use standard automatic irrigation equipment to tie into • 
the campus system for each new project. See San Diego 
Community College District Building Construction Standards 
for equipment options.

Irrigation controllers should utilize a rain sensor to eliminate • 
watering on rainy days

Irrigation spray heads shall be low-flow emitters with the • 
exception of the limited turf areas.
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3.8 Plant materials Palette
Criteria for Selection
Plants should be selected based upon their appropriateness for 
their function and their location.  Species should be able to be 
easily maintained in the proper manner.  Native and drought 
tolerant plant species with characteristics appropriate for 
specific situations are preferred in order to reduce dependency 
on water and maintenance.  Color, texture, and the form of 
plants should be thought of as a ‘composition.’   Plants should 
be utilized in conjunction with species that exhibit similar 
watering characteristics as well as similar adaptability to sun 
or shade. See San Diego Community College District Building 
Construction Standards for plant selection guide regarding 
issues of maintenance, pest and disease invasiveness.

For all planting programs, contractor or designer should conduct 
soils testing during the site development stages.  Testing 
should obtain recommendations to improve soil fertility and 
to determine if subsurface drainage and aeration systems are 
required to maintain the growth of trees, shrubs and healthy 
plants.

tree Planting Guidelines
Tree planting areas shall be a minimum of 5 feet by 8 • 
feet. Provide a minimum of 40 square feet of water- and 
air-permeable landscape area at the base of each tree, 
within the drip zone, using either a tree grate, decomposed 
granite, unit pavers (in highly used pedestrian areas), or 
ground cover or shrubs and mulch (in low-use areas). Root 
barriers should be used at all tree wells.

Tree grates should be used within the pavement at locations • 
of high pedestrian traffic such as in plazas, malls, quads, and 
courtyards.  Tree grates shall have no openings greater than 
1/4 inch or meet current ADA code.   Tree grates shall have 
a minimum 12-inch diameter opening for the tree and with 
removable sections that allow for trunk growth.  Spaces 
between the finish grade of the tree well and the tree grate 
should be filled with gravel (larger than 1/4 inch) to limit 
the accumulation of debris under the grate and promote 
air penetration.

Tree wells should consider the use of Structural Soil.  • 
Structural Soil is beneficial where native soil is not viable, 
where severe compaction has occurred or in paved areas.   
Structural soil consists of crushed stones in the tree 
planting backfill mix which minimizes soil compaction and 
encourages healthy tree growth.
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Outside of a tree well, trees should be planted at a minimum • 
of 5 feet from the edge of pavement or structures to prevent 
root intrusion.  

Trees along side a sidewalk or in parking areas should have • 
a minimum clear-trunk height (minimum distance between 
the top of pavement and bottom limb) of 8 feet.  Trees 
along the street or drive lanes should have a minimum 
clear-trunk height of 13 feet 6 inches. 

Massing of trees and shrubs should take into account • 
surveillance visibility and be designed for conscious 
security.  Sight lines shall remain open. Trees should not 
obscure lighting. See San Diego Community College District 
Building Construction Standards for minimum distance 
required between trees and traffic signals, stop signs or 
light standards.

See San Diego Community College District Building • 
Construction Standards regarding tree planting for the 
species that have maintenance and pedestrian safety 
issues. 

Shrubs and vines
Vines should be limited to areas for screening or the • 
prevention of graffiti to limit maintenance.

Shrubs should be selected from those that do not require • 
pruning to maintain form.

Care should be taken in planting shrubs so that they do not • 
block visibility and security surveillance.  Primarily shrub 
masses should be less than 3 feet high, except in screening 
conditions.

Ground Cover
Turf shall be used ONLY where large number of students may • 
gather on lawns.  Otherwise turf is strongly discouraged.  
Turf should never be used in parkway strips or narrow areas 
less than 20 feet wide.

Turf may never be used on slopes greater than 3:1 and • 
preferably not greater than 4:1

Ground planes shall be designed with simple massing, using • 
native or drought tolerant plant materials.  Slopes should 
be planted with ground covers and shrub masses except 
where used for pedestrian gathering or seating.
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3.9 Paving materials & Finishes Palette
Pedestrian travel-Ways
Travel way should be clearly delineated and provide a safe and 
efficient means of travel.  Pedestrian pavement is intended to 
be a background design element, allowing the activity of the 
surrounding area to dominate. 

Pedestrian walks that are designated accessible routes shall • 
be designed to meet the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) criteria for slopes, width, and finish.  They should be 
signed accordingly.

Pedestrian walkway may all serve as a fire emergency • 
access route. Pavement should be designed accordingly to 
accommodate loads and meet requirement. 

The primary campus pedestrian paving is a cast-in-place • 
concrete.  All sidewalk and pedestrian area concrete paving 
shall be natural gray color, with a regular score pattern and 
a medium broom finish.  Concrete surfaces shall provide 
the necessary slip resistance. 

Pavement patterns should be simple and respond to the • 
location and traffic flow.  Acute angles shall be avoided.  
Narrow strips of planting shall also be avoided to prevent 
maintenance concerns.  

Special accent areas shall be considered at the campus • 
quads or larger gathering areas.  Here, the standard 
concrete paving can be enhanced with areas of unit pavers, 
such as brick, non-slip tile, pre-cast concrete pavers or 
other modular pavers.  Modular pavers are encouraged 
to be set on sand to ensure permeability and decreased 
runoff.  Bands or fields of exposed aggregate may also be 
considered.

Courts or entry ways to buildings shall also distinguish • 
themselves from the campus circulation system and can be 
enhanced with specialty concrete or unit pavers.  

Areas of colored concrete pavement shall be used sparingly.  • 
Color shall be an earth tone.   Any deviation from the 
campus standard gray must provide the specific mix for 
future repair.

Pavement material shall be used in its primary form and not • 
be an imitation of another material.  For example, concrete 
stamped to look like brick or wood is not acceptable.

Concrete shall consider mixes that have high fly-ash content • 
and a high recycled content.  Recycled aggregate is highly 
desirable.
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Engraving can be considered on unit pavers for fund-raising • 
or commemorative locations.

Informal pedestrian areas may be paved with stabilized, • 
decomposed granite in a natural color.  This will promote 
less impervious surfaces but still allow accessibility.

City College’s circulation system crosses many downtown • 
San Diego streets.  Crosswalks and intersections should 
consider the use of asphalt unit pavers to differentiate itself 
from the standard downtown intersection.

vehicular access-Ways 
All pavement thickness must comply with recommendations • 
from geotechnical engineers based on site soils.  Fire 
and service access routes shall have thickened surfaces, 
reinforcement and sub-surfaces to meet load requirements 
of truck access.

Service areas
Service areas shall be screened from the primary pedestrian • 
routes or street system with either doors, gates (solid) or 
solid fencing.  Vines are suggested on walls and fences to 
soften appearance.

Parking areas 
See San Diego Community College District Building • 
Construction Standards for parking lot design. Sustainable 
materials are encouraged.

3.10  Site maintenance Guidelines and Phasing 
See San Diego Community College District Building • 
Construction Standards regarding site maintenance. 

Designer shall recognizes that much of the campus will • 
be implemented in phases. Care should be taken to 
match tree sizes, materials, and grade to create a uniform 
and completed appearance. Limits of work should be 
determined with negation of phased implementation. 
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section 4
procedures
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4.0  Design review Process
The San Diego Community College District and San Diego 
City College believes an open stream of dialogue beginning 
with program development and conceptual planning 
through construction coordination and occupancy promotes 
a collaborative environment where goals are shared and 
understood by all involved. Design and design/construction 
teams should fully initiate periodic reviews of any evolving 
project to best avoid changes which may have negative impact 
on project cost or delivery schedule. Design and/or design 
construction teams are encouraged to lead and document a 
review and approval process where the District, City College, 
individual program users and the teams can reasonably track 
decisions made. It is fully understood, the review process is 
ongoing and reviews will consider adherence to this Design 
Guidelines document, the current Facilities Master Plan, the 
16th Street Precise Plan and the San Diego Community College 
District Construction Standards.

Key milestone reviews should include, but not be limited to:

Completion of program documentation• 

Conceptual site plan and massing• 

Schematic site and building design• 

Conceptual interior planning• 

Design development of exterior and interior• 

Budget estimate milestones• 

Conceptual, preliminary and detail graphics for exterior • 
signage design and building identification

When appropriate, reviews should incorporate plan 
layouts, elevations and color/material selections and LEED 
documentation.

At completion of design development, teams will be • 
required to provide digital and physical copy of approved 
plans, elevations and color/materials boards to the district 
for record and reference.

All milestone reviews must include the district architect, the • 
campus project manager and any others deemed necessary 
by the District.  Other attendees representing City College 
or user groups or outside interests should be mutually 
determined based upon individual project schedule and 
required input.


